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in modern times and perhaps in history. Shackleton and his men
at once took their place in the less agreeable conflict of the Euro-
pean War; but whatever they accomplished in the fighting forces,
nothing could exceed or dim the glory of their achievements in the
cause of Science. Dr. H. R. Mill finely said:
The Polar Regions hare seen many triumphs and tragedies of exploration in
the last 400 years and . . . we cannot say that the past has left much chance for
breaking the record of human endurance, courage and resourcefulness. .
Nevertheless, we are inclined to place this story of the Endurance at the very head
of all records of polar achievement on account of the variety of the risks
encountered, the accumulated difficulties overcome, and the almost incredible
deliverance of the whole ship's company. The Britons of the twentieth cen-
tury in this adventure stand in the front rank of adventurers of all time. . . .
Shackleton did things that other explorers might have done, but which no other
explorers, as a matter of fact, have done.1
1 "Geog. Journ.," Jan., i9zo, 51.